
Paducah Amateur Radio Association  
Meeting Minutes July 
14, 2008  

The meeting was called to order at 7:01 PM by Paul, KI4GKW. The minutes were read by the 
vice president and were approved.  

A treasurer’s report was given by Greg Englert, KY4A. The attached printed report provides 
details of the last month’s transactions.  

No health and welfare issues were reported.   

Old Business  

 Ed, AB4IQ, discussed the results of field day and provided highlights of the event. A 
report of the club’s total field day contacts and points tally is attached.   
 Ed, AB4IQ, also stated that the club’s radio, a Yaesu FT-1000MP, which appeared to fail 
during field day, requires additional troubleshooting and repair. The radio will only put out about 
20-25 watts instead of the rated 100 watts on all bands and all modes. Investigation and testing 
of the radio on the bench by Ed provided no additional information as to the reason for the 
failure. The radio will need to be looked at by someone with knowledge of this make and model 
of radio. Further discussion will be made under new business.   
 The National Weather Service (NWS) call-in list and spotter training was discussed. The 
consensus was that a list may be needed but it should only contain names of volunteers and not 
just a list of club members. Mike, KI4NXF, an NWS employee will do some more research and 
provide an update next meeting.   
 
New Business  

 As discussed in Old Business, the club’s Yaesu FT-1000MP failed during field day with 
some sort of power amplifier failure. Discussions of the radio’s value and potential cost of repair 
ascertained a consensus that the radio should be sent for an estimate for repair before making 
any final decision. The club voted to provide sufficient funding to have the radio shipped to a 
repair facility. When the estimate is received, the club’s officers would caucus and decide on 
whether it is to be done or brought before club for vote. Ed will coordinate getting the radio to 
the repair facility and obtaining an estimate.   
 • John, KO4XJ, brought up the use of filters for the field day stations. There were 
many times during the contest that the phone and CW stations would be on the same frequency 
and both suffered due to interference from the other. It is desirable to have the capability of one 
station working the CW portion of a band and the other station working phone, but our current 
filter selection does not allow this. Additional filters are needed to allow this operation. Topic 
was tabled until  
 next month. John, KO4XJ, will research the available options and prepare a report for 
next month’s meeting.   
 Another field day suggestion was brought up by Ed, AB4IQ, concerning the 



communication difficulties between a station operator and the logger. If both are wearing 
headsets, then it is very difficult for the two to actually communicate between themselves. Ed 
suggested that the club may want to invest in an audio patch box or two similar to the one 
presented in the June QST. Paul, KI4GKW, will provide a parts list cost to present at next 
month’s meeting.   
 John, KO4XJ, brought up another field day related issue; loud conversations around the 
stations at the main shelter are a significant distraction to station operators trying to hear faint 
signals. The need to segregate general discussions and the stations was brought up for 
discussion. Suggestions were made to move the main shelter gathering area for meals and 
general discussion to an alternate shelter. Other suggestions included partitions around the 
stations to isolate the noise or even moving the stations. Due to the shortage of available shelters, 
the club may need to provide temporary shelters. No consensus was made and the topic was 
tabled for further discussion during planning of field day 2009.   
 Another field day topic was briefly discussed concerning the limitations the station using 
the tri-band beam antenna. The use of the beam restricted this station to only three bands. It 
would be best if this station also had an 80/40m antenna available when the 20/15/10 bands were 
not open. No consensus was made and the topic was tabled for further discussion during 
planning of field day 2009.  
 A safety concern was brought up by John, KO4XJ; that everyone needs to be extra 
careful when erecting tower, masts, and antennas. The deaths of the two hams in Kansas City 
this past weekend is a grim reminder that antenna and power lines do not mix. Everyone was 
reminded to keep safe and always watch for power lines. If in doubt… do not take the chance. 
Put it up somewhere else.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 PM. Following adjournment, Ed, AB4IQ, and Bruce,  
KS4V, gave a short demonstration/program on remote operation of the Ten Tec  
Omni VII.  
 

There were 18 members present with one visitor, K5PQ Lee.  
 

Submitted by Bill Kassebaum, KY2O  
 





 

PARA FIELD DAY RESULTS 2008 
 

Operators  

AB4IQ 7 K5PQ 22 KI4GKW 51 KI4ZAK 9 KO4XJ 251 KS4V 71 KX9B 51 KY2O 40 
KY4A 181 N4FZ 154 N4QS 490 WINNER! ND4X 253 NU4N 21 W4IBI 40 W4NJA 15 
When Operators forgot to log in  

3,5 CW 128 Q’S 256 POINTS  
3.5 LSB 191 191 7 CW 373 746 7 LSB 
137 137 7 RTTY 1  2 14 CW 335 670 
14 RTTY 13  26 14 USB 317 317 21 
USB 123 123 28 CW 7 14 28 USB 31 
31  

1656 2513  

SCORE 5026 NOT INCLUDING BONUS POINTS  

Good work everyone; Operators and support staff, as well as visitors that made the event 
a lot of fun.  

Ed…………..  


